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Volutella Blight

in Boxwoods

Boxwoods are some of the most common landscape
shrubs in the United States. Their vibrant green color often
makes it a popular choice, but this past year has proven
difficult for many reasons.

Coming out of winter, we saw many boxwoods with
noticeable winter damage and some of the worst boxwood
leafminer damage we have seen in years. In May, we had an
unexpected three-week period of high temperatures and
no rain. This drought caused further stress on boxwoods.

Throughout the summer and fall, a common
disease found in boxwoods, Volutella blight,
has been readily apparent. This fungal disease
affects the leaves and stems of boxwoods,
initially spotted by chlorosis (yellowing) of
the leaves.

A lab sample may be recommended by
our ISA Certified Arborists to confirm the
diagnosis.

Symptoms
Volutella blight symptoms are usually easily
spotted by light tan/brown colored twigs and
leaves in a spotting pattern throughout a boxwood
plant. The affected leaves do not tend to fall to the
ground, but instead stay attached to the branches.

Treatment

The best and most consistent treatment is to prune out

dead areas and watch for new growth regenerating from

within the plant. It is important to cut an infected branch
just a few inches below where the symptoms are spotted.

Make sure to disinfect your pruners between cuts to reduce
the spread of disease. You can dip them in a 10% bleach
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solution, Lysol, or 70% alcohol mixture. Avoid shearing
boxwoods too tightly as this will cause further stress.

To avoid drought stress, water boxwoods at the base of the
plant during dry spells. Drought stress can also pre-dispose
plants to infection. Be sure to not prune a boxwood while
itis wet.

If possible, a heavily infested boxwood should be removed
from surrounding healthy plants to avoid spreading disease.

Ahlum & Arbor Tree Preservation is a family-owned, full service arboriculture firm serving both residential
and commercial clients in central Ohio for over four decades. Ahlum & Arbor's staff includes ISA Board
Certified Master Arborists, ASCA Registered Consulting Arborists, ISA Certified Arborists, ISA Tree Care
Safety Professionals, State Licensed Pesticide Applicators, and more.

6-5622 | 1740 Walcutt Rd. Columbus, OH 43228 |

www.ahlumarbor.com




